The 2026 Honda HR-V Subcompact Crossover AWD SUV

You Are What You Drive - A Bottom Line Review
By Tony Leopardo - The Car Guy © AutoWire.Net

What is a HR-V? The HR-V is a subcompact crossover SUV built in the Celaya, Guanajuato, Mexico, assembly plant and sold worldwide by Honda. The 2026 HR-V is a stylish, tech focused subcompact SUV that serves as an affordable, and slightly smaller alternative to the popular Honda CR-V. Starting at a highly accessible price point of only $26,500, it is perfectly tailored for daily commutes, running errands, and urban driving.

Performance: All HR-V's are powered by a 2.0L liter 4 cylinder gas engine that produces 158 HP horsepower and 138 lbs. of torque, with a continuously variable transmission CVT, and is available in front wheel drive FWD, or all wheel drive AWD.
Fuel Economy: It gets an EPA estimated fuel economy rating of 25 MPG in city driving, 30 MPG on the highway, and 27 MPG in everyday driving for this AWD model.
Safety: Highly praised for safety, it earns a top tier rating of a Top Safety Pick+ Award.
Prices: The base price of the 2026 Honda HR-V in the entry level LX trim with front wheel drive FWD starts at $26,500, and costs $27,895 when you add in Honda's standard destination and handling fee of $1,395. 
The entire HR-V model lineup is very affordable within the 3 trims levels listed below. 

LX Base Model: Starts at $26,500 MSRP 
The Sport Edition: Starts at $28,300 MSRP
EX-L Top Trim: Starts at $30,350 MSRP
The primary differences across the 3 trim lines of LX, Sport, and the EX-L models, are the styling elements, interior comfort features, audio systems, wheel sizes, and the convenience and safety technology. Front wheel drive FWD is standard equipment, and all wheel drive AWD is an available option on all 3 trim lines.
HR-V LX: The base model provides excellent core value for budget conscious buyers.

Exterior: 17" inch alloy wheels, LED headlights, and rear privacy glass.
Interior & Technology: Standard 9" inch touchscreen, wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, a wireless phone charger, and single zone automatic climate control.
Audio: Has a 4 speaker audio system.
Safety: Full Honda sensing suite of driver assist features.

HR-V Sport: This trim provides a more aggressive aesthetic and adds popular daily convenience upgrades.

Exterior: Upgrades to 18" inch gloss black alloy wheels, exclusive black exterior accents, and a distinct sport grille.
Interior: Heated front seats, a leather wrapped steering wheel, and smart entry with walk away auto lock.
Technology & Audio: Adds in a 6 speaker audio system and remote engine start.
Safety: Adds the blind spot information system.

HR-V EX-L: The top tier trim focuses on premium comfort, luxury materials, and additional safety sensors.

Comfort & Style: Perforated leather trimmed seats, an 8 way power adjustable driver's seat, dual zone automatic climate control, and a one touch power moonroof.
Audio: Premium 8 speaker audio system.
Safety: Front and rear parking sensors and low speed braking control. 
To promote this new 2026 model, this week Honda sent me a HR-V to test drive and review. The base window sticker price for this AWD EX-L Edition is $31,550. The only option on this compact crossover SUV is the special paint for $455. The manufacturer's suggested retail price, MSRP, including the $1,395 delivery charge is: $33,400.
After adding in the state and local sales tax, plus the DMV and dealer fees, the out the door and in your garage total purchase price came to $37,575. At just 425 bucks under $38 Grand you get a top of the line subcompact SUV, that gets 25 MPG in city driving, 30 MPG in highway driving, and 27 MPG in combined driving. Not bad for a Honda that gets 30 MPG on the highway making it a very smart buy in the small commuter car class. 

So, who is the real buyer for a new Honda HR-V subcompact crossover AWD SUV?

The real buyer for a 2026 Honda HR-V AWD SUV is typically a first time new car buyer, a young professional, or a commuter looking for an entry level, very reliable vehicle with the versatility and all weather confidence of an SUV. Because it features a slightly higher seating position, and all wheel drive capability for around $30,000, it appeals to a highly specific and younger demographic, and those buyers are:
Budget conscious new vehicle buyers: It provides a safe, dependable, and affordable entry point to the SUV market for young adults, or small families needing everyday cargo capability.
Weather minded commuters: Buyers opting for the AWD, available on all trims for roughly an extra $1,500, that live in areas with frequent rain, snow, or on gravel roads and want reassuring grip without the bulk of a larger, midsize SUV.
Tech savvy urbanites: Because every 2026 HR-V includes a 9" inch touchscreen, wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, with standard Honda Sensing safety features, it appeals directly to younger drivers who refuse to compromise on modern connectivity
Those not needing the size of a CR-V: It perfectly fits the buyer who wants a stylish, practical subcompact, but doesn't want to pay the extra $5,000 for Honda's larger CR-V.

So, if your looking for a great subcompact crossover SUV, then call, click or visit your local Honda dealer for a test drive, and a Bottom Line price review, on the 2026 HR-V. And remember that the base price for a new HR-V starts at only $26,500. Honda - The Power of Dreams.
The key to life is to learn something new every day, and by reading my Bottom Line review, I hope you did just that, learned about something new and exciting. So, be smart, stay safe, and just breathe. Remember, You Are What You Drive, and maybe, just for those reasons alone, you should Drive one, Buy one, Today. Drive safely, have a great day, and enjoy the ride, as the future looks nice and bright - Tony the Car Guy.

This Bottom Line new vehicle review is a Nut & Bolt and Dollars & Sense editorial provided by Tony Leopardo. Tony the Car Guy is an automotive writer, editor and publisher in the San Francisco Bay Area. If you have a question, or comment for Tony, send it to tonyleo@pacbell.net and visit AutoWire.Net at www.autowire.net 
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