The 2026 Volvo XC90 T8 AWD Plug-In Hybrid Ultra Dark SUV

You Are What You Drive - A Bottom Line Review
By Tony Leopardo - The Car Guy © AutoWire.Net

What is a XC90? The XC90 is a midsize luxury SUV built in the Torslanda, Sweden, assembly plant, and sold worldwide by Volvo. The XC90 has 3 rows of seating for 6 or 7  passengers, and while it offers third row seating, it's classified as a midsize SUV. Often noted for being easier to park than larger competitors, yet offering a premium level of spacious seating for families. The 2026 model, which received a styling refresh, is marketed as a perfect balance of luxury, size and practicality for a midsize SUV. 
The base price for a new 2026 Volvo XC90 in the B5 AWD Core model starts at  $62,345. This entry level trim comes with all wheel drive AWD, a panoramic roof, and an 11.2" inch center stack digital display. Higher trims like the B6 Ultra can exceed $75,000. 
Here is the pricing for the 2026 Volvo XC90 SUV's.

XC90 B5 Core: Starts at $62,345.
XC90 B5 Plus: Starts at $66,445.
XC90 B6 Ultra: Starts at $75,155.
Add in an additional $1,295 for delivery to the dealership.
The Volvo XC90 features a 2026 model year facelift, with improved and larger infotainment screens in 3 price point levels.
Core: The entry level model, featuring standard AWD, a panoramic roof, and a 11.2" inch center stack display.

Plus: Adds in 360 degree cameras, premium leather seating, heated rear seats, and interior ambient lighting.
Ultra: This is the top tier model trim with Harman Kardon audio, ventilated Nappa leather seats, a head-up display, and air suspension. 
Optional: Bright or Dark themes are available for further customization of the exterior. 

Here is the list of the available powertrain options to choose from:

B5: The B5 model comes with a 2.0L liter turbocharged 4 cylinder engine with 247 HP.
B6: The B6 model has a 2.0L turbo and supercharged 4 cylinder engine with 295 hp.
T8: The plug-in hybrid PHEV driveline has 33 miles of electric only driving range and a combined horsepower rating of 455 HP. 
Of special note is the Harman Kardon Premium Audio system, with a 14 speaker, 660 watt sound system designed for immersive high fidelity. It comes standard on the top tier Ultra trim, replacing the standard 10 speaker system found on lower trims. 
Here are the key features of the Hartman Kardon Premium sound system. 

Speaker Count: Has 14 high quality speakers.
Power: Comes from a 660 watt amplifier.
Subwoofer: Includes an air ventilated subwoofer for deep rich bass, without sacrificing cargo space.
Technology: Features Dirac Technologies for sound optimization, which helps minimize cabin sound variations, and Automatic Level Adjustment to smooth out differences in sound intensity.
Speaker Grilles: Distinctive etched stainless steel grilles with a 60° hole pattern designed by Harman Kardon engineers to suit Volvo's minimalist, modern aesthetic. 
Positioning & Comparison: While the Harman Kardon system is the premium offering on the Ultra trim, an even higher end 1,400 watt Bowers & Wilkins system with 19 speakers is available. The Harman Kardon system is known for being a substantial upgrade over the base unit, providing excellent surround sound, while the optional Bowers & Wilkins offers superior clarity for audiophiles. 

To showcase this 2026 model, this week Volvo sent me a XC90 T8 AWD Plug-In Hybrid  model to test drive and review. The base window sticker price for this Ultra Dark Edition is $81,565. The options on the SUV are: The active chassis with air suspension for $1,800,  and the Bowers & Wilkins premium sound system for $3,200. The MSRP, manufacturer's suggested retail price, including the $1,295 delivery charge is: $89,695.
After adding in the state and local sales tax, plus the DMV and dealer fees, the out the door and in your garage total purchase price came to $100,907. At just 93 bucks under $101 Grand you get a top of the line, midsize luxury SUV, that gets 27 MPG with the gas engine, and 58 MPGe in combined driving, and it gets 33 miles in all electric mode. 
To go from the Bay Area to San Diego this XC90 T8 AWD Plug-In Hybrid can travel 530 miles in combined gas and electric driving, with 28 miles left to drive over to the San Diego Zoo with the kids in tow. As gas is near $6 bucks a gallon in California it's nice to know that you can drive a luxury midsize SUV that gets great mileage for it's size.
OK, so who is the buyer for a 2026 Volvo XC90 Hybrid? The real buyer for a 2026 Volvo XC90 T8 AWD Plug-In Hybrid Ultra Dark is likely an affluent, safety conscious family, or a professional seeking a luxurious, tech forward, 3 row SUV. This buyer values environmental sustainability, with 30 to 40 miles of EV driving range, without compromising on performance, as the T8 edition offers over 450 horsepower. 

The Volvo T8 PHEV Hybrid target buyer profile & characteristics are:
Safety Focused Families: They who appreciates top tier safety with automatic emergency braking, lane departure warning, and a refined, comfortable ride.
Eco Conscious Buyers: Those who want to reduce emissions with plug-in hybrid PHEV technology for local travel, while still having a gas engine for the longer trips.
Exterior: The Ultra Dark theme is for a buyer who prefers a modern, aggressive, and stylish looking SUV, with blacked out accents. 
Technology: They appreciate tech like Google built-in, a large infotainment screen, and high fidelity sound systems.
Market Position: This buyer is looking for a premium, well appointed vehicle in the luxury midsize SUV market.
The Ultra Trim: Indicates a desire for the top of the line, fully loaded model with features like a premium leather interior, 21" inch alloy wheels, and massaging seats.
Seat Configuration: Many buyers looking for the Ultra trim with the Dark Theme prefer the 6 seat setup, with the captain's chairs for improved second row comfort.
Performance: Looking for a smooth, quiet, yet powerful driving experience. 
So, if your looking for a great midsize luxury SUV, then call, click or visit your local Volvo dealer for a test drive, and a Bottom Line price review, on the new 2026 XC90 T8 AWD Plug-In Hybrid Ultra Dark SUV And remember that the base price for a new XC90 starts at only $82,345. 

The 2026 Volvo XC90 T8 AWD Plug-In Hybrid Ultra Dark SUV is marketed with the theme of: Room for Everyone, Ready for Anything. This top of the line model represents the pinnacle of Volvo's efficiently in design, safety and engineering.
The key to life is to learn something new every day, and by reading my Bottom Line review, I hope you did just that, learned about something new and exciting. So, be smart, stay safe, and just breathe. Remember, You Are What You Drive, and maybe, just for those reasons alone, you should Drive one, Buy one, Today. Drive safely, have a great day, and enjoy the ride, as the future looks nice and bright - Tony the Car Guy.
This Bottom Line new vehicle review is a Nut & Bolt and Dollars & Sense editorial provided by Tony Leopardo. Tony the Car Guy is an automotive writer, editor and publisher in the San Francisco Bay Area. If you have a question, or comment for Tony, send it to tonyleo@pacbell.net and visit AutoWire.Net at www.autowire.net 
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